
Installing TightVNC 

To install TightVNC on the workstation or server you wish to access remotely, begin by 
downloading the self-installing TightVNC package. Once you have the installation file ready (the 
current version at the time of this writing is tightvnc-1.2.9-setup.exe), follow these steps: 

1. Double-click the executable file. The Welcome To TheTightVNC Setup Wizard will appear. 
Click Next.  

2. Review the terms of the GNU General Public License, then click Next to acknowledge your 
acceptance of those terms.  

3. Specify the location where you wish to place the application's files and then click Next.  
4. Specify whether you wish to perform a full installation, a compact installation, or a custom 

installation. In this example, we'll perform a full installation by accepting the default settings and 
clicking Next.  

5. Specify whether the Setup program should create a Start Menu folder and the name you wish 
to use for the folder and then click Next.  

6. Configure additional settings. By default .vnc files are associated with TightVNC Viewer. If you 
want the system to serve as a VNC server, or host system, check the box for Register 
TightVNC Server as a system service. Then, click Next. The Ready To Install Screen will 
appear (Figure A).  

Figure A 

The TightVNC Setup program enables registering TightVNC Server As A System Service during installation. 

7. Click Install to set up TightVNC. The application will install itself, and then you will see the 
Completing TheTightVNC Setup Wizard.  



8. Click Finish to complete TightVNC installation. On systems configured to operate as servers, 
or hosts for remote connections, it's also helpful to reboot Windows.  

Configuring the TightVNC host 

Once TightVNC is installed, follow these steps to configure the host system: 

1. Ensure TightVNC is set to start as a system service. Doing so ensures TightVNC is active 
should you wish to connect remotely, even if no user is present or sitting at the remote 
workstation. The Register As A System Service option can be selected when installing 
TightVNC, as shown in the previous steps.  

2. Configure a password for TightVNC sessions. You can enter the password by double-clicking 
the VNC icon from within the Windows System Tray and specifying the password in the 
Incoming Connections section of the Current User Properties dialog box (Figure B).  

Figure B 

Use the WinVNC: Current User Properties dialog box to configure connection options. 

3. Specify additional settings, such as whether you wish to disable the use of empty passwords, 
enable loopback connections, and log session information to WinVNC logs, by clicking the 
Advanced button in the WinVNC: Current User Properties dialog box. Once you’ve configured 
settings as you wish, click Apply, then click OK to close all open windows (Figure C).  

Figure C 



 
Advanced TightVNC connection options are configured using the Current User Advanced Properties menu. 

4. Confirm the Windows Firewall (and any other software- and hardware-based firewalls) are 
configured to allow the TightVNC traffic. In Windows, click Start | Control Panel | Windows 
Firewall and select the Exceptions tab. Confirm that the WinVNC options are checked; 
otherwise, Windows Firewall will block your connection attempts. 
 
On other firewalls, port 5900 may be required to enable VNC traffic to pass properly. (Other 
VNC implementations sometimes use ports 5500 and 5800.) For best security, administrators 
should test configurations to determine the minimum ports that need be opened to enable the 
connection to work within their specific environments.  

Connecting to a TightVNC host 

Connect to a TightVNC-enabled remote host by installing TightVNC on a local system and 
following these steps: 

1. Open a TightVNC Viewer on the local system by clicking Start | All Programs | TightVNC | 
TightVNC Viewer. The Connection Details window will appear (Figure D). Enter the name of 
the remote VNC server to which you wish to connect. If you’ve changed the default port, you 
can specify the new port using this format: 192.168.1.1:9500.  

Figure D 

 
Enter the IP address of the system to which you wish to connect within the Connection Details screen. 



2. Click Options to configure additional settings. The Connection Options dialog box appears 
(Figure E). Configure any required options (such as hiding the remote cursor and restricting 
pixels to 8 bits on slow networks), then click OK. You’ll be returned to the Connection Details 
screen. Click OK to connect to the remote system.  

Figure E 

 
Configure connection options using the settings provided in this dialog box. 

3. Enter the session password configured within the remote system’s WinVNC: Current User 
Properties menu and click OK. The remote system’s screen will then appear on the local 
system, thereby providing the ability to view and configure the remote system using the local 
workstation or server (Figure F).  

Figure F 



 
Once the proper session password is supplied, the remote workstation’s desktop appears on the local system. 
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